Who killed Dr. King? 

Americans were shocked last winler 
win *n ••Mil* •;! if I; i« *«*< I that Hits I HI 
l ii >i In J Edgar Hoover persistently 
tviiaved Marlin 1 1 illicif King, even lo 
the exlenl of sending him an unsigned 
U 'Hr* uiging him in kill himself because 
your end is approaching you are 
I in i shod " The suspicion HTmiediniely 
arose thal tin.* FBI might have doom loss 
than zealous in investigating King's 
murder and even th.af F Bl officials 
mighi have had a hand in the 
assassination 

Writing m Washington's 
Nrwsworks investigator Mark Lane 
has now charged that a one-time 
high level FBI agent was instrumental 
in removing potential black witnesses 
from the scone ol the murder before 
trie shooting 

The director ol Memphis' Police 
and Fire Departments was then Frank C 
Holloman former FBI agent in charge 
ol the office in Atlanta, where King lived, 
and for eighl years the FBI inspector in 
charge of Hoover's personal office in 
Washington Despite the volatile 
situation in Memphis. Holloman 
reduced King's police stationary " 
security from ten men (on a previous 
visit) to two. based at a firehouse near 
King's motel Then, hours before the 
murder, he summoned from the 
firehouse Detective Ed Reriditt. a black 
officer who headed King's stationary 
security al the request of city civil rights 
leaders Holloman announced lo an 
incredulous Redditt that a Secret 
Service man had down to Memphis to 
inlay reports of a conspiracy lo murder 
Redditt. and ordered him home in the 
.ompany of other officers. Upon 
arriving. Redditt heard the bulletin the 
man he was assigned to protect had 
been shot Two days later. Redditt was 
allowed to return lo work He told Lane 
What about the contract on my 
life 7 I never heard another word 
about that during the last eight years " 

The night before Ihe murder, the 
only I wo black firemen n! the firehouse 
had been transferred inexplicably to 
mother post leaving the station 
understaffed. A/owsworks said. 

I folloman told l ane he was 
innocent nl any wrongdoing But these 
and other t>elter known but similarly 
bizarre events plus James Eail Ray's 
•mm*. lent post trial claims that Ik.* did 
not kill Kit it | are likely lo lead lo n 
rn tponing of ihe invesligafioo into Ihe 
murder Alter all. it was tin* I Rl that 
i i ir tr it ii it •< I the original mvoMigalu *n 
Momheis ulCongiess Rla» k Caucus 
if# * privately pressing foi a new 
mvostigalii •♦» while publicly claiming 
theyVi* Mill making up llwif minds Why 
ihe low key stance 7 Members ate said 
to four the power of the FBI lo block the 
inouiry unless it is launched properly 



King investigate the investigators 


and to fear that, il Ihe case is 
publicized, potential witnesses might 
start to disappear —forever 


16 ».• A ( Ml 


